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ON  THE  DOCTRINE  OF  THE  FALL. 

Dear  Sir — Having  in  my  last  letter 
given  you  the  long  promised,  and  as  I 
presume  satisfactory,  explanation^  I  shall 
now,  in  pursuance  of  my  design,  and 
agreeable  to  my  promise,  proceed  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  your 
creed,  strip  them  of  the  disguise  with 
which  they  are  attempted  to  be  concealed 
from  vulgar  eyes,  in  your  preaching, 
show  them  destitute  of  foundation  in 
truth,  and  present  you  with  the  simple 
but  glorious  doctrines  contained  in  the 
scriptures.  And  in  order  that  you  may 
be  benefitted  by  what  I  have  to  say,  I 
only  ask  of  you,  to  hear  me  candidly  and 
patiently,  divesting  yourself  of  all  preju¬ 
dice  and  preconceived  opinion,  and  par¬ 
tiality  to  systems,  so  far  at  least  as  to 
give  my  arguments  all  the  weight  to 
which  they  may  be  entitled.  You  will 
not  be  benefitted,  nor  will  it  indeed  an¬ 
swer  for  you,  to  pass  by  them  with  con¬ 
tempt,  merely  because  you  esteem  your¬ 
self  orthodox,  and  me  hetrodox.  For 
this  would  be  again  begging  the  question, 
assuming  more  than  a  discerning  com¬ 
munity  will  concede  as  your  right,  and 
exhibiting  the  same  error  and  f^olly  the 
ridiculousness  of  which  1  have  heretofore 
sufficiently  pointed  out.  And  besides, 
tfae  orthodoxy  may  be  very  different  from 
what  you  imagine  it  to  be.  Orthodoxy 
signifies  **  soundness  of  doctrine  or  opi¬ 
nion  in  matters  of  religion.”  And  if,  on 
examination,  your  doctrine  appears — as  I 
verily  believe  it  will — very  unsound,  and 
even  rotten  to  the  core,  you  will  readily 
perceive  that  you  cannot  justly  claim 
this  high  prerogative.  And  if  what  you 
esteem  heterodoxy,  shall  on  examination 
prove  to  be  sound  doctrine,  the  scales  will 
be  turned  in  my  favor,  and  I  might,  in 
imitation  of  some  great  names,  treat  your 
doctrines  with  the  same  contempt  with 
which  you  affect  to  treat  mine.  But  to 
do  this  I  have  no  disposition,  as  in  fact 
there  is  no  necessity  for  it.  And  I  will 
add,  it  never  is  done  by  any  who  deem 
themselves  competent  fairly  to  meet  and 
Successfully  to  refute  those  they  consid¬ 
er,  or  pretend  to  consider,  in  error. 


**Tothe  law  and  to  the  testimony  :  if 
they  speak  not  according  to  this  word, 
it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them.” 

The  first  (which  is  with  you  a  funda¬ 
mental)  doctrine  which  1  shall  notice,  is 
that  of  original  sin,  or  the  /all  of  man. 
And  lest  it  should  be  said  that  1  misre¬ 
present  your  views  upon  this  subject,  1 
shall  state  the  doctrine  in  the  very  lan¬ 
guage  of  your  own  creed,  taken  from  the 
'‘Confession  of  Faith  and  Catechisms  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
as  amended  and  ratified  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  1821,”  and  from  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  the  founder  and  most  eminent 
authors  of  your  sect.  By  these  authori¬ 
ties  we  are  told  that  "  Our  first  parents, 
being  seduced  by  the  subtlety  of  Satan, 
sinned  in  eating  the  forbidden  fruit. 
•  •  •  •  By  this  sin  they  fell  from 
their  original  righteousness,  and  com¬ 
munion  with  God,  and  so  became  dead  in 
sin,  and  wholly  defiled  in  all  the  faculties 
and  parts  of  soul  and  body.  They  being 
the  root  of  all  mankind,  the  guilt  of  this 
sin  was  imputed,  and  the  same  death  in 
sin  and  corrupted  nature  conveyed  to  all 
their  posterity,  descending  from  them  by 
ordinary  generation.  From  this  original 
corruption,  whereby  we  are  utterly  indis 
posed,  disabled,  and  made  opposite  to  all 
good,  and  wholly  inclined  to  all  evil,  do 
proceed  all  actual  transgressions.  Every 
sin,  both  original  and  actual,  being  a 
transgression  of  the  righteous  law  of 
God,  and  contrary  thereunto,  doth  in  its 
own  nature  bring  guilt  upon  the  sinner, 
whereby  he  is  bound  over  to  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  curse  of  the  law,  and  so  made 
subject  to  death,  with  all  miseries,  spir¬ 
itual,  temporal,  and  eternal.”  Confes¬ 
sion  of  Faith.  Ch.  6. 

“God  created  man  male  and  female, 
after  his  own  likeness,  in  knowledge, 
righteousness,  and  holiness.  *  •  •  » 
The  covenant  being  made  with  Adam,  not 
only  for  himself,  but  for  his  posterity,  all 
mankind  descending  from  him  by  ordi¬ 
nary  generation,  sinned  in  him,  and  fell 
with  him  in  his  first  transgression.  All 
mankind  by  their  fall  lost  communion 
with  God,  are  under  his  wrath  and  curse, 
and  so  made  liable  to  all  the  miseries  of 
this  life,  to  death  itself,  and  to  the  pains 
of  hell  forever.”  See  Shorter  Catechism, 
An.  to  Q’s  10,16,19,  published  by  author¬ 
ity  with  the  Confessiom  ' 

By  the  expression  “all  mankind”  being 
so  frequently  used,  and  the  corruption 


represented  so  entire  and  universal,  and 
the  penalty  so  awful,  we  are  to  under¬ 
stand  that  no  exception  is  made ;  but 
every  individual  of  (he  human  family — 
not  excepting  infants  as  soon  as  (or  even 
before)  they  are  born — is  an  object  of  the 
infinite  wrath  of  God,  and  subject  to  his 
endless  curse,  merely  because  our  first 
parents  ate  of  the  interdicted  fruit!  If 
there  is  any  dispute  about  this  being  your 
doctrine,  after  the  above  citations,  it  can 
be  easily  settled  by  a  short  quotation 
from  Calvin  himself.  He  says  :  “  And 
so  even  infants  bring  their  damnation 
with  them  from  their  mothers'  womb ; 
for  altho'  they  have  not  yet  produced  the 
fruits  of  their  iniquity,  they  have  the  seed 
ofitinclosed  within  them. Nay,  their  whole 
nature  is,  as  it  were,  a  seed  of  sin  ;  so 
that  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  odious 
and  abominable  to  God.  See  Institutes, 
Lib.  iv,  C.  15,  §  10  And  lest  his  read¬ 
ers  should  misunderstand,  or  doubt  his 
belief  of  this  sentiment,  he  indignantly 
disavows  the  opposite  opinion  :  As  if,” 
says  he,  “1  denied  that  the  whole  race 
of  Adam  was  by  nature  under  a  curse,  so 
that  even  infants  before  being  bom  to  the 
light  are  Kable  to  eternal  death.** 

The  above  quotations  present  brief]  v 
the  outlines  of  your  doctrine  of  original 
sin,  or  the  fall  of  man.  But  that  it  may 
be  seen  in  all  its  relations  and  bearings, 
as  to  cause  and  effect,  it  is  necessary  to 
state  your  views  of  the  decree  of  God  bv 
which  the  fall  was  predestinated  or  fore^ 
ordained.  “  God  from  all  eternity  did  by 
the  most  wise  and  holy  counsel  of  his 
own  will,  freely  and  unchangeably  ordain 
whatsoever  comes  to  pass.”  God  the 
Creator  of  all  things  doth  uphold,  direct, 
dispose,and  govern  all  creatures,  actions, 
and  things,  from  the  greatest  even  to  the 
least,  by  his  most  wise  and  holy  ptovi- 
dence,  according  to  his  infallible  fore¬ 
knowledge,  and  the  free  and  immutable  * 
council  of  his  own  will,  to  the  praise  of 
the  glory  of  his  wisdom,  power,  justice, 
goodness,  and  mercy.”  Confession, Chs. 
3d  and  5th.  God’s  decrees  are  the 
wise,  free  and  holy  acts  of  the  counsel  of 
his  will,  whereby,  from  all  eternity,  he 
hath,  for  his  own  glory,  unchangeably 
foreordained  whatsoever  comes  to  pass  in 
time,  especially  concerning  angels  and 
men.”  Lar.  Cat.  Ans.  to  Ques.  12. 
Calvin  say%  “  I  acknowledge  this  to  be 
my  doctrine  :  that  not  merely  by  the 
permission  of  God,  but  by  his  secret 
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counsel,  Adam  fell,  and  by  bis  fall  drew 
all  bis  posterity  into  eternal  ruin.”  Re- 
pon.  ad  calumniue  nebulonis.  Tract  The- 
ol.  p.  634.  Again  be  says,  **  Man  is 
blindod  by  the  will  and  commandment 
uf  Gud.”  PUcator,  a  zealous  advocate 
of  the  same  sentiment,  says,  “  Repro¬ 
bates  (and  according  to  your  sentiments 
a  large  portion  of  mankind  were  such  in 
Adam,)  are  absolutely  ordained  to  this 
two-fold  end :  to  undergo  everlasting 
punishment,  and  necessarily  to  sin,  and 
therefore  to  sin  that  they  ini^ht  be  justly 
punished.” 

Thus,  Sir,  I  might  go  on  and  adduce  a 
large  mass  of  testimony,  from  your  Con¬ 
fession,  Catechisms,  and  most  eminent 
writers,  stating  and  arguing  (he  mon 
strous  doctrine  here  intioduced.  But  1 
deem  it  unnecessary. 

What  has  been  stated  is  sufficiently 
explicit.  And  besides,  my  page  seems 
already  deftled  by  the  quotations  above 
made.  And  were  it  not  an  undeniable 
and  humiliating  fact  that  many  great 
men,  of  undoubted  discrimination  in 
other  things,  and  practically  ornaments 
to  the  Christian  church,  had  believed  and 
argued  the  doctrine,  and  that  it  is  still 
believed  and  urged  upon  community,  as 
the  sine  qua  non,  with  a  zeal  becoming  a 
better  cause,  and  adhered  to  with  the  te¬ 
nacity  uf  the  death  grasp  of  a  drowning 
man,  and  that  too  by  men,  like  yourself, 
in  the  highest  stations  in  society.  1  should 
consider  it  altogether  a  work  of  supeier- 
rogation  to  attempt  an  exposition  or  a 
formal  refutation  of  it:  and  shouTd  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  say  of  it,  in  the  language  of  the 
pdet, 

*‘It  is  a  monster  of  so  frightful  mien, 

As,  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  seen.” 

But  the  importance  that  is  still  attached 
to  this  doctrine  by  many  honest  and  good 
people,  together  with  my  own  convictions 
of  its  extremely  peroicious  tendency, 
will,  I  trust,  be  a  sufficient  justification 
of  my  hboi- in  exposing  its  falsity 

To  begin  then,  F  observe, 

1.  That  the  premises  are  altogether  as¬ 
sumed,  and  perfectly  untenable  and  in¬ 
defensible. 

2.  The  conclusions  or  inferences  are 
some  of  them  illegitimate,  and  taken  al¬ 
together,  are  irreconcilable  with  them 
selves,  and  involve  absolute  impossibili¬ 
ties.  An<l  hence, 

3.  The  doctrine  is  at  war  both  with 
reason  antT revelation. 

1.  The  premises  are  false.  By  what 
authority,  I  ask,  is  it  affirmed  that  man 
was  created  in  knowledge^  righteousness, 
and  holiness^  Is  it  not  palpably  evident, 
from  the  scriptural  account,  tl^at  man  had 
as  much  and  even  more  knowledge,  and  i 
equally  retained  the  image  of  God,  after  | 
his  transgression  as  before  P  After  the  I 


transgression,  **the  Lord  God  said.  Be- 
hotd  the  man  is  become  as  one  of  us  to 
know  good  and  evil.”  Gen.  iii;22.  Where¬ 
in  did  the  righteousness  and  holiness  of 
Adam  consist,  when  he  was  created,  and 
before  he  had  acted  at  all  ?  *•  He  that 

DUETii  righteousness  is  righteous*”  Adam 
could  no  mure  be  righteous  or  holy  before 
he  practiced  righteousness  and  holiness, 
than  he  could  be  unrighteous  or  sinful  be¬ 
fore  he  practiced  iniquity.  As  an  un¬ 
righteous  or  sinful  character  is  the  result 
of  sinful  practices,  so  a  righteous  and 
holy  character  is  the  result  of  righteous 
and  holy  practices.  A  character  either 
of  holiness  or  sinfulness  must  first  be 
formed  by  practice  before  il  can  exist. 
And  it  is  as  absurd  to  talk  about  either  uf 
these  characters  without  practice  as  it 
would  be  to  talk  of  a  conqueror  who  had 
never  conquered,  or  a  vanquished  man  who 
had  neper  been  beaten,  merely  because,  in 
case  of  battle,  both  these  characters 
might  be  attained  ;  or  to  talk  uf  a  noisy 
infant  which  had  never  made  any  noise, 
merely  because  it  was  capable  of  it;  or  ol  a 
learned  man,  who  had  never  been  taught, 
because  he  was  capacitated  to  learn. 

Adam  was  created  innocent,  to  be  sure ; 
but  he  was  neither  virtuous  nor  vicious 
till  he  became  so  by  practice  :  capable  oi 
knowledge,  but  nut  possessed  of  it  till  he 
had  been  taught  or  learned  it :  in  short, 
as  to  his  mural  character,  if  we  allow 
that  he  possessed  one,  he  was  like  any 
and  all  the  rest  uf  the  human  species 
when  they  are  born  into  the  world.  Do 
you  ask,  then,  wherein  consisted  theim- 
-ige  of  God  in  which  he  was  created  ?  1 

answer,  it  consisted  in  his  being,  as  the 
child  or  uflspring  of  God,  a  rational,  in¬ 
telligent,  mural  and  spiritual  being,  with 
capacities  for  knowledge  and  happiness: 
the  same  as  a  child  that  is  now  born  into 
the  world,  may  be  said  to  be  in  the  im¬ 
age  or  likeness  of  its  father,  tho’  the 
child  may  be  as  yet  perfectly  ignorant, 
and  neither  virtuous  nor  vicious,  tho’ 
the  father  may  be  both  wise  and  virtuous. 

Again,  by  what  authority  do  you  main¬ 
tain  that  a  ^‘covenant  was  made  with 
Adam,  not  only  for  himself,  but  for  all 
his  ffosterity,'*  which,  in  its  details,  in¬ 
volved.  (as  the  consequence  of  its  vio¬ 
lation  on  the  part  of  man.)  those  dreadful 
and  endless  calamities,  which  you  profess 
to  believe  were  the  annexed  penalty  of  the 
divine  law?  Where  is  there  even  the 
shadow  of  evidence  in  primf  of  such  a  the 
ory  P  There  is  none.  No  account  is  given 
in  the  Bible  of  any  such  covenant  ever  hav 
ing  existed.  And  indeed  none  such  ever 
cou/d have  existed,  injustice  either  to  God 
or  man.  God  had  no  right  (for  even  De¬ 
ity  himself  can  never  have  the  right  to  do 
wrong)  to  impose  or  inflict  such  a  penalty 
on  Adam’s  posterity  for  his  fault:  because 


it  would  have  been  the  climax  of  injus¬ 
tice  and  "cruelty.  And  Adam  had  no 
right  to  stipulate  for  his  children,  in  such 
a  foolish  covenant  as  this,  and  barter  away 
their  temporal  and  eternal  well-being, 
without  their  consent.  No,  Sir,  even  you 
yourself,  as  great  a  stickler  as  you  are  for 
this  theory,  would  not  dare,  nay  you 
could  not  have  the  hardihood  and  injus¬ 
tice,  even  with  what  you  conceive  to  be 
your  fallen  nature,  to  make  a  covenant  or 
agreement  with  the  public  authorities  by 
which  you  would  jeopardize  the  lives  of 
your  own  children,  by  which  you  would 
stipulate  that  unless  you  lived  perfectly 
sinless  all  your  life  time,  your  children 
should  all  be  publicly  executed.  Should 
you  enter  into  such  a  stipulation  as  this, 
y*)U  and  your  children  would  be  as  likely 
to  escape  the  penalty  as  Adam  and  his 
posterity  were,and  no  more  so:  for — say¬ 
ing  nothing  about  the  decree  of  God  by 
which  you  hold  man  fell — your  catechism 
says  he  was  made  “subject  to  fall.”  And 
as  much  as  you  would  be  startled  at  the 
idea  of  making  such  stipulations,  relative 
to  the  life  or  death  of  your  children,  the 
injustice  and  cruelty  or  the  covenant  and 
penalty  agreed  to,  according  to  your  the* 
ory,  by  Adam  for  his  posterity,  would  ex¬ 
ceed  that  in  your  case  as  far  endless 
penalties  exceed  temporal. 

I  shall  resume  this  subject  in  my  next. 

Yours  &c.  D.  S. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

AN  INQUIRY 

Into  the  Scriptural  import  of  the  phrases 
Kingdom  of  God  and  Kingdom  of 
Heaven,  occurring  in  the  New  Testament, 
NO.  V. 

In  the  fourth  number  of  this  inquiry,  I 
brought  forward  those  passages  which  re¬ 
quired  to  be  explained  under  one  head, 
viz:  such  as  employ  the  same  figure,  or 
metaphor,  of  the  feast,  the  gate,  &c.  In 
my  examination  of  the  several  contexts, 
and  the  Scriptural  usage  of  these  meta¬ 
phors,  I  could  arrive  at  no  other  conclu¬ 
sion  than  the  one  already  given.  There 
may  not  have  been  enough  said  to  satisfy 
all  my  readers,  that  my  construction 
agrees  with  the  saying — “Aiul  shall  sit 
down  with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob, \n 
the  kingdom  of  God  ”  Most  readers  of 
the  Bible,  suppose,  that  this  is  necessari¬ 
ly  applicable  to  a  future  state  of  being: 
For**how,  say  they,  could  those  persons 
coming  from  the  East  &c  sit  down  with 
Mraham,  Isaac  and  Jacoft.. in  this  world, 
seeing  those  patriarchs  had  long  before 
left  this  world!”  This,  I  apprehend,  is 
the  chief,  if  not  the  only  objection  that 
can,  with  any  show  of  consistency,  be 
made  to  the  coDStruction  I  have  given 
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these  passages.  In  answer  to  it,  1  would 
observe, 

1.  It  should  not  be  taken  for  granted, 
that  they  who  were  to  come  from  the  east 
&c.  were  to  be  literally  seated  at  a  ban 
quet  with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  fur 
it  has  already  be^n  shown  in  No  4  that 
the  language  is  figurative  of  the  Oospel 
feast;  at  which  the  Gentiles  are  repre¬ 
sented  as  sitting  down  in  the  character  of 
the  children  of  Abraham,  which  privilege 
the  Jews  claimed  entirely  for  them¬ 
selves.  Hence — 

2.  The  Gentiles  were  to  sit  down  with 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  (i.  e.  at  the  Gospel  feast)  in 
the  same  sense  that  Moses  accused  the 
Jews  in  the  time  of  our  Lord.  John  v;45. 
The  conduct,  testimony  and  faith  of  Mu¬ 
ses  accused  the  Israelites  for  rejecting 
Christ  whom  he  had  said  they  should  hear 
in  all  things.  Camp.  Deut.  xviii;15,  18, 
19.  and  Acts,  iii;  22,  23.  They  were  to 
feast  with^the  Patriarchs  in  the  same 
sense  in  which  the  Ninevites  and  queen  of 
the  south,  were  to  rise  in  judgment  with, 
and  condemn  the  generation  of  the  Jews 
living  on  the  earth  eighteen  centuries 
ago.  Luke,  xij  31,  32-  In  short,  the 
meaning  of  our  Lord  appears  to  be  sim¬ 
ply  this:  “Every  Jew  who  continues  to 
hold  to  the  notion,  that  my  government 
is  to  be  merely  temporal,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  all  the  evidence  which  has  been,  and 
shall  be  given,  to  the  contrary,  shall  yet 
see  the  faith  and  testimony  of  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob,  all  go  to  confirm  the 
spirituality  of  my  kingdom,  while  the  sons 
of  the  temporal  kingdom  shall  be  thrust 
out.” 

Matt,  xi;  11,  12.  “Verily  I  say  unto 
you,  Among  them  that  are  born  of  wo¬ 
men,  there  hath  not  risen  a  greater  than 
John  the  Baptist:  notwithstanding,  he 
that  is  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
greater  than  he.  And  from  the  days  of 
John  the  Baptist,  until  now,  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  sullereth  violence,  and  the  vio¬ 
lent  take  it  by  force.”  Dr.  A.  Clarke, 
in  his  notes  on  these  verses,  furnishes  all 
that  is  necessary.  On  verse  11,  he  says, 
“By  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  in  this  verse 
is  meant,  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the 
Gospel  of  peace;  which  fulness  was  not 
known  till  after  Christ  had  been  crucifi¬ 
ed,  and  had  arisen  from  the  dead.  Now 
the  least  in  this  kingdom,  the  meanest 
preacher  of  a  crucified,  risen,  and  glorified 
Saviour,  was  greater  than  John,  who  was 
not  permitted  to  live  to  see  the  plenitude 
of  Gospel  grace,  in  the  pouring  out  of 
the  holy  Spirit.  Let  the  reader  observe 
1st.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  here  does  not 
mean  the  state  of  future  glory— .see  chap. 
iii;2.  2d.  That  it  is  not  in  holiness  or  de¬ 
votedness*  to  God  that  the  least  in  this 
kingdom  is  greater  than  John:  but  3d 
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That  it  is  merely  in  the  difference  in  the 
ministry.  The  prophets  pointed  out  a  Sa¬ 
viour  that  was  coming.  John  showed  that 
Christ  was  then  among  them,  and  the 
preachers  of  the  Gospel  prove,  that  this 
Christ  has  suffered,  and  entered  into  his 
glory;  and,  that  repentance  and  remission 
of  sins  are  proclaimed  through  his  blood.” 

On  the  12th  V.  ^^The  kingdom  of  heaven 
suffereth  violence'*'*  Dr.  Clarke  observes: 
“The  tax-gatherers  and  heathens,  who, 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  think,  have  no 
right  to  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah,  fill 
ed  with  holy  zeal  and  earnestness,  seize 
at  once  on  the  proffered  mercy  of  the 
Gospel,  and  so  take  the  kingdom  as  by 
force  from  those  learned  doctors,  who 
claim  fur  themselves  the  chiefest  places 
in  that  kingdom.  Christ  himself  said. 
The  tax-gatherers  and  harlots  go  before 
you  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  See  the 
parallel  place,  Luke  vii;  t8,  29,  30.*  — 
Chap,  xiii;  11.  “Because  it  is  given  un¬ 
to  you  to  know  the  mysteries  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven,  but  to  them  it  is  nut  giv 
en.”  Com  vER.  Because  it  is  your  priv¬ 
ilege,  and  not  theirs,  to  know  the  secrets 
of  the  rcijfn  of  heaven.  ”  Dii.  Campbell. 
This  expression  is  given  in  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  disciples,  “  Why  speakest 
thou  to  them  in  parables!'”  ver.  10.  'Fhe 
reply  of  our  Lord  is  rational,  and  the 
translation  of  Dr.  C.  is  plain  and  consis¬ 
tent,  because  the  parables  of  Jesus  rela¬ 
ted  to  the  reign  of  heaven.  The  phrase 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  found  in  this  13th 
Chap,  of  Matt,  seven  times,  and  is  ren¬ 
dered  once  reign,  and  six  times  kingdom 
of  heaven,  by  Dr.  Campbell;  but  that 
the  economy  of  the  Gospel  is  meant  in 
every  instance,  will  appear  by  merely 
transcribing  the  passages. 

Ver.  24.  “The  kingdom  of  heaven 
may  be  compared  to  a  field  in  which 
the  proprietor  had  sown  good  grain .” 

Ver.  33.  “The  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
like  leaven  which  a  woman  mingled  in 
three  measures  of  meal  till  the  whole  was 
leavened.”  In  ver.  31.  it  is  said  ‘Hhe 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  grain  of  mus¬ 
tard  seed.” 

Ver.  44.  “The  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
like  treasure  hid  in  a  field.” 

Ver.  45.  “The  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
like  a  pearl  extremely  precious.” 

Ver.  47.  “The  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
like  a  sweepnet  cast  into  the  sea,  which 
encloseth  fishes  of  every  kind.”  All 
these  parables  seem  to  have  been  spoken, 
that  the  disciples  might  the  more  clearly 
understand  the  secrets  of  the  reignof  hea¬ 
ven,  then  to  commence.  And  no  re¬ 
marks  of  mine  could  render  them  plain¬ 
er  than  our  Lord  has  dune. 

Chap,  xvi;  19.  “And  I  will  give  unto 
thee  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven; 
and  whatsover  thou  shalt  bind  on  earth 


shall  be  bound  in  heaven;  and  whatsoever 
thou  shalt  loose  on  earth  shall  be  loosed 
in  heaven.”  This  was  said  to  Peter. — 
And  I  believe  none  but  Roman  Catholics 
apply  it  to  a  future  state.  On  this  pas¬ 
sage  they  build  the  pretended  supremacy 
of  St.  Peter,  from  whom  (hey  derive  their 
succession,  and  their  authority  to  exclude 
heretics  from  heaven.  But  the  fallacy 
of  this  authority  is  readily  seen  when  it 
is  considered,  that  the  same  power  is  giv¬ 
en  by  Christ  to  all  the  twelve.  “Verily 
1  say  unto  you,  whatsoever  ye  shall  bind 
on  earth  shall  be  bound  in  heaven,”  &c. 
chap,  xviii;  18.  With  the  keys  which  Pe¬ 
ter  received,  he  opened  the  door  of  Gos¬ 
pel  grace  and  faith  to  the  Jews,  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost,  Acts,  chaps.  2:  and  3: 
and  to  the  Gentiles,  chap.  10. 

Chap,  xviii;  1.  “Who  is  the  greatest  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  r”  “Could  these 
disciples  have  viewed  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a 
temporal  one  ?  Hence  they  wished  to 
know  whom  he  would  make  his  prime 
minister — whom  his  general — whom  his 
chief  chancellor— whom  supreme  judge 
&c.  &c.”  Dr.  A.  Clarke. 

Ver. 23.  “Therefore the kingdomof hea¬ 
ven  is  likened  unto  a  certain  king,  which 
woultl  take  account  ot  his  servants.” — 
Com.  vkr.  “In  this  the  administration 
of  lieaven  resembleth  that  of  a  king  who 
determined  to  settle  accounts  with  his 
servants.”  Dr.  Campbell. 

Chap.  XX  ;  1.  “For  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  like  unto  a  man  that  ta  a  house¬ 
holder,  which  went  out  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  to  hire  labourers  into  his  vineyard. 
Com.  ver.  “For  the  administration  of 
heaven  will  resemble  the  conduct  of  a 
house-holder.*' — Dr.  Campbell. 

Chap,  xxiii.  13.  “Woe  unto  you 
Scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites,  be¬ 
cause  ye  shut  up  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven  against  men,  and  will  neither  enter 
yourselves,  nor  permit  others  that  would, 
to  enter.”  “TAe  kingdom  of  heavtn  here 
means  the  Gospel  of  Christ:  The  Phari¬ 
sees  would  not  receive  it  themselves,  and 
hindered  the  common  people  as  far  as 
they  could.’’— Dr.  Clarke. 

There  is  no  ground  for  reasonable 
doubt,  that  every  instance  of  the  phrase 
in  question  noticed  in  this  number,  has 
the  plainest  reference  to  the  “economy 
that  was  to  obtain  under  the  Messiah.” 

W.  I.  REESE. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY. 

An  Address  deliveredat  JiIo.Ui  Ose,  Pa.  on  the 
•Uh  of  July  1827,  by  Rev.  C.  R.  Jdarth. 

Mr.  Editor — The  subject  of  Religious  Liber¬ 
ty  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  I  conceive 
cannot  be  too  often  spoken  of,  nor  too  frequent¬ 
ly  discussed  in  our  poliUcal*alid  religious  Jour- 


'2 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE. 


nals.  For  the  purposie  of  keeping  alive  Uie  vig- 
illaoce  of  the  public  on  this  subject,  as  well  as 
lo  cherish  the  remembrance  and'preserve  the 
scutiinents  of  the  departed  and  lamented  Charles 
R.  Marsh,  I  send  you  the  following  extracts 
from  his  Address,  designated  at  the  head  of  these 
remarks,  (which  was  the  last  of  his  public  senri- 
rcs,)  requesting  you  to  give  them  a  place  in 
your  interesting  paper ;  as  lam  confident  you 
will  approve  of  thq  sentiments  exprcst.  I  should 
be  glad  to  see  the  whole  Address  appear  ir  your 
columns ;  but  presume  from  the  size  ef  your  pa¬ 
per  and  the  pressure  of  other  matter,  it  would 
not  be  admissible.  I  therefore  solicit  only  the 
insertion  of  that  part  of  it  relating  to  Religious 
Liberty ;  which  the  author  introduces  after  hav¬ 
ing  forcibly  disenbed  the  distinguished  privile¬ 
ges  and  blessings  which,  as  a  nation  we  enjoy, 
and  the  sacrifices,  perils  and  hardships  sustained 
by  our  forefathers  in  securing  them. 

A  Friend  to  Libertt. 

“Useless  will  be  the  renewal  of  the 
declaration  of  our  independence,  on  the 
memorable  days  of  its  anniversary,  if  we 
have  not  v.isdoin  and  resolution  to  sus¬ 
tain  it.  There  are  evils  to  which  our  na¬ 
tion  is  exposed  which  should  be  cautious¬ 
ly  guarded  against,  lest  they  destroy, 
what  we  so  much  desire  to  cherish. 

The  arts  and  intrigues  of  designing  ambi¬ 
tious  men,  may  yet  undermine  the  pillars 
of  our  constitution,  and  take  from  us  our 
freedom  and  happiness.  The  history  of 
former  republics  which  have  arisen,  de¬ 
clined,  and  at  length  fallen  into  the  vor¬ 
tex  of  ruin,  are  so  many  examples  illus¬ 
trative  of  our  liability  to  be,  at  some  fu¬ 
ture  day,  deprived  of  the  rich  blessings 
and  political  privileges  which  wc  now 
enjoy.  Those  eminent  statesmeq  who 
aspire  to  the  highest  honors  of  the  nation, 
are  men  in  whom  are  placed  almost  un¬ 
limited  confidence.  No  one  will  have 
the  hardihood  to  say  that  this  confidence 
is  misplaced — but  being  free,  it  is  a  priv¬ 
ilege,  and  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  our 
country,  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  all , 
their  proceedings.  Men  are  human — “to 
err  is  human,”  therefore,  it  may  not  be 
amiss,  but  highly  important,  to  watch, 
with  anxious  solicitude,  over  those  to 
whom  are  cojnmitted  for  safe  keeping, 
our  dearest  earthly  interests. 

But  you  will  pardon  me  for  saying  that 
the  danger  to  which  we  are  exposed  from 
the  intrigues  and  machinations  of  ambi¬ 
tious  aspirants  for  office  and  honor,  is 
but  trifling  when  compared  with  that 
which  may  be  expected  from  another 
source-  The  clergy  unMer  certain  cir¬ 
cumstances  have  more  power,  and  are 
more  likely  to  prostrate  our  freedom  than 
any  other  combination  of  men.  By  con- 
salting  the  history  of  Rome,  of  England, 
of  France,  of  Spain  or  of  Ireland,  you 


will  be  convinced  that  those  whose  duty 
it  should  be  to  promuigate  light,  liberty 
and  gospel  freedom,  have,  in  all  cases, 
whenever  they  have  obtained  the  ascen¬ 
dency,  become  the  destroyers  of  liberty ! 
By  this  general  remark  I  do  not  intend  to 
implicate  all  those  who  have  been  enga¬ 
ged  in  the  sacred  work  of  the  ministry, 
among  whom  we  count  some  of  the  most 
eminent  and  unspotted  characters  :  But 
1  conceive  it  to  be  an  evident  fact,  which 
cannot  be  disproved,  that  whenever  any 
sect  of  religionists,  more  especially  the 
leaders  of  any  sect,  have  obtained  such 
an  ascendency  over  a  government  as  to 
be  patronized  to  the  exclusion  of  any 
other,  they  Imve  invariably  destroyed  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  With  this  fact 
in  view,  it  may  be  well  toenquire.if  there 
are  any  indications  of  their  obtaining  an 
improper  ascendency  in  this  nation. 

It  dues  certainly  appear  that  they  have 
already  obtained  an  astonishing  influence 
and  power,  which  if  exerted  tor  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  exclusive  authority,  would  ul¬ 
timately  cause  our  republic  to  totter  on 
its  foundation.— Our  seminaries  of  learn¬ 
ing  are  almost  exclusively  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  clergy.  These  scientific  insti¬ 
tutions  exert  a  powerful  influence  over 
the  aSairs  of  the  nation,  and  of  course 
give  a  strong  arm  of  power  to  those  who 
govern  them.  It  is  also  believed  that 
the  funds  now  in  the  treasuries  of  all  our 
religious  establishments,  and  other  pro¬ 
perty  under  their  immediate  control,  if 
put  together,  would  purchase  the  capital 
of  the  United  States,  and  pay  the  sala¬ 
ries  of  every  office  of  the  general  gov¬ 
ernment.  These  monies  and  property 
are  subtracted  from  the  mass  of  transmis¬ 
sible  wealth,  cannot  be  made  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  public  burthens,  and  are  held 
in  perpetuity  to  be  applied  only  to  secta¬ 
rian  purposes.  Upon  them  no  taxes  can 
be  assessed,  being  locked  up  and  vested 
in  corporations  granted  by  our  different 
legislatures.  His  Excellency  Governor 
Lincoln  of  Massachusetts,  in  his  late  mes 
sage  to  the  house  of  Representatives  of 
that  state,  says,  that  “within  five  years 
only,  more  than  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  authorised  to  be  held  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  alone  by  corporations  of  this 
description.”  Now  suppose,  what  is  ve¬ 
ry  probable,  that  the  other  states  have 
extended  an  equal  proportion  of  this  kind 
of  indulgence;  the  result  would  be,  that 
in  the  United  States.within  the  short  term 
of  five  years  only,  authority  has  been  giv¬ 
en  to  certain  institutions  to  hold  forever 
from  the  public,  property  which  can  nev¬ 
er  again  return  to  be  taxed,  to  the  enor¬ 
mous  amount  rf  six  hundred  millions  of 
dollars!!  From  this  property  govern¬ 
ment  nor  the  public  can  never  reap  any 
advantage, — unless  it  be  an  advantage  to 


have  the  country  overrun  and  enslaved 
by  their  priests.  In  this  way  a  religious 
aristocracy  is  rising  up  among  us, 
which  threatens  destruction  to  the  very 
vitals  of  national  and  individual  pros¬ 
perity  and  equality.  “Money  is  pow¬ 
er,”  and  who  can  assure  us,  that  this 
power  may  not  speedily  grow  to  an 
alarming  and  destructive  enemy  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  But  it  is  main¬ 
tained  by  politicians,  that  there  is  such  a 
degree  of  jealousy  existing  between  the 
various  sects,  that  an  equilibrium  will  be 
maintained, and  any  design  upon  our  free 
institutions  thereby  defeated.  At  pre- 
ffint  this  may  be  the  case.  But  what 
would  be  the  consequence  were  two  or 
three  of  the  most  powerful  sects  to  be 
amalgamated,  for  the  purpose  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  national  religien — a  clerical 
hierarchy  P  Such  advancements  have 
already  been  made — such  plans  have  al¬ 
ready  been  suggested,  and  should  they 
ever  be  carried  into  effect,  they  would 
prove  more  dangerous  and  successful 
enemies  to  our  liberties,  than  the  navy 
and  armies  of  the  mightiest  kingdom  on 
earth.  We  suggest  not  these  things  to 
create  an  improper  jealousy,  neither  be¬ 
cause  we  think  the  danger  absolutely  cer¬ 
tain  :  yet  the  danger  may  be  sufficiently 
probable  to  caution  Americans  to  keep 
a  watchful  eye  over  all  these  proced- 
ings. 

We  revere  the  sacred  principles  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  would  extend  its  influence  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power.  But  let  reli¬ 
gion  stand  alone,  pure  and  uncontamina¬ 
ted  as  the  hallowed  courts  from  whence  it 
emanated.  Jesus  said  my  kingdom  is 
not  of  this  world  :  it  should  not,  there¬ 
fore,  be  connected  with  any  worldly  pow¬ 
er  or  policy.  Combine  it  with  a  politi¬ 
cal  institution,  and  you  corrupt  it — prop 
it  with  an  earthly  authority,  and  you 
weaken  it.  As  well  might  we  expect  to 
adorn  and  improve  the  mirest  beauties  of 
nature  with  the  clumsy  productions  of 
art,  as  to  adorn  and  improve  religion  with 
earthly  aggrandizement,  riches  and  pow¬ 
er.  Therefore,  as  much  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  pure  religion,  as  our  liberties, 
let  it  never  become  a  national  Establish¬ 
ment-  Let  it  never  be  connected  with 
our  political  government.  To  prevent 
this  or  any  other  evil,  it  becomes  every 
true  American  citizen  to  mount  on  the 
watch  tower  of  our  national  liberty,  and 
carefully  survey  the  signs  of  the  times. 
Let  an  alarm  be  given  at  the  least  ap¬ 
pearance  of  evil,  for  how  better  can  we 
discharge  our  duty  as  true  friends  of  our 
country  than  in  watching  over  its  privi¬ 
leges  and  exerting  our  utmost  ability  in 
repelling  anjr  enemy  who  dares  encroach 
upon  them.  Such  efforts  are  worthy  of 
citizens,  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  free 
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people  whose  sovereignty  is  maintained 
by  themselves.  Happy  America  if  the 
pure  spirit  of  liberty  shall  still  continue 
to  blaze  in  the  hearts  of  thy  citizens. — 
The  light  of  its  fire  will  penetrate  the 
darkest  and  most  secret  caverns  of  her 
enemies,  and  expose  and  destroy  the  dia¬ 
bolical  engines,  which  may  be  fabrica¬ 
ted  to  subvert  her  empire.  Let  it  never 
be  mistrusted  that  America  is  too  watch¬ 
ful  over  her  privileges — that  a  cry  of  cla 
mor  is  too  suddenly  raised  against  ap¬ 
pearances  of  evil — and  that  their  parties 
are  too  eager  to  light  the  torches  ot  their 
contention.  Let  it  be  remembered  that 
these  torches  shine  around  the  path  of 
truth  and  right,  and  ere  long  the  road  is 
found  and  travelled.  The  zeal  of  politi¬ 
cal  contention  and  party  may  sometimes 
threaten  with  danger,  yet  this  cloud,  in 
the  change  of  its  form,  is,  ever  and  anon, 
rolling  up  its  white  and  majestic  pillows, 
as  a  token  that  it  contains  not  the  pesti¬ 
lence  of  destruction.  This  spirit  of  lau¬ 
dable  contention  and  enquiry  is  only  dan¬ 
gerous  to  despotism,  but  -  ever  beneficial 
to  a  free  government.  This  spirit  has 
gone  forth  into  the  world,  and  is  fanning 
the  fire  of  a  righteous  revolution  wherev 
er  it  moves.” _ ’ _ 

Ct)e  ISbanselical  IHasaftne. 

UTICA,  SATURDAY,  JULY  4,  1829. 

To  Re-ukrn  a 'id  Vorretpotulents.  —Tl,  ar¬ 
ticles  headed  “.4»  Inquiry"  &c.  from  Br.  W,  I. 
Ueese,  will  amply  repay  the  reader  for  an  atten 
live  perusul.  The  esteemed  author  will  accept 
our  thanks  for  bis  contributions  thus  far,  and 
likewise  for  the  liberal  supply  just  sent  us  for 
future  numbers.  The  Sermons  shall  appear  as 
wc  find  room. 

Br.  A,  B.  Groslds  interestlni^  letter  is  receiv¬ 
ed  :  we  shall  make  some  extracts  from  it  here¬ 
after.  Our  cause  seems  to  be  doing  well  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Our  Agents  will  accept  our  thanks  for  their 
exertions  in  procuring  new  subscribers.  Many 
of  them  seem  to  have  jus.  got  engaged  in  the 
hiisiness.  One  writes  ,hat  he  shall  yet  procure 
us  30  new  subscribers  for  the  current  volume. 
Another  engages  16.  and  anoMier  8.  Go  on 
brethren  ;  circulate  the  Magazine  generally ; 
lend  it  to  your  neighbors  and  get  them  to  sub¬ 
scribe. 

Our  caute  in  the  East. — Br.  Hosea  BaUou  2d 
of  Roxbury,  writes  us  in  a  letter  dated  June  22d 
as  follows : — “Our  cause  iu  this  region  is  flour¬ 
ishing,  and  the  prospect  for  the  future  is  as  pro¬ 
mising  as  even  zeal  could  wish.  A  meetinje- 
hoQse  was  raised  at  Dedham,  about  10  miles  S. 
of  this  place,  last  Thursday  ;  the  corner  stone  of 
another  is  to  be  laid  at  Sandy  Bay,  in  Glouces¬ 
ter,  this  week;  Br.  O.  A.  Skinner's  Society  in 


Woburn  is  about  beginning  upon  another;  and 
three  others  are  under  way  :  all  within  30  miles 
of  Boston.  Charlestown  Society  which  has  long 
labored  under  eclipse,  has  at  length  shone  forth 
in  fuller  splendor  than  ever ;  and  Salem  Society 
is  said  to  be  now  on  the  high  tide  of  prosperi¬ 
ty.” 

The  questions  and  request  of  Br  T.  Whitte- 
more  embraced  in  bis  circular  some  weeks 
since,  would  have  been  long  since  attended  to 
by  us,  if  we  had  not  been  informed  by  Br.  S.  R. 
Smith  that  he  had  given  him 'all  the  information 
that  it  would  have  been  in  our  power  to  afford 
him.  And  this  is  our  only  apology  for  our  con¬ 
tinued  apparent  negligence. 


The  box  of  Books  from  Boston  arrived  safe 
&  sound.  Br.  P,  Morse,  whose  package  arrived 
with  ours,  will  have  the  goodness  to  send  for  his 
books  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity,  (un¬ 
less  we  should  meet  with  one,  in  which  case  we 
shall  improve  it.) 


We  have  received  a  Discourse  on  the  dange¬ 
rous  plans,  and  power  of  (he  dominant  clergy  in 
our  land,  from  Br.  Warren  Skinner  of  Caven¬ 
dish  Vt. — One  on  the  doctrinesof  Christianity 
and  the  reciprocal  duties  of  pastor  and  people, 
from  Br.  Otis  A.  Skinner  of  Woburn  Mass. — 
One  on  '‘the  Rich  Man  and  Lazarus,”  from  Br. 
Thomas  Whittemore  of  Cambridge;  and  oue 
entitled  the  “Alabama  Visiter,”  from  Br.  Z. 
Fuller  of  Philadelphia.  They  are  all  very  good. 
We  have  no  room  for  extracts.  Their  respco 
live  authors  will  accept  ourthanks  for  their  po¬ 
liteness  in  sending  them. 


''The  Ancient  History  Unseer sahsm;  from 
the  time  of  the  Apostles,  to  its  condemnation  in 
(he  5th  General  Council  A.  D.  553.  With  an 
Appendix  tracing  the  doctrine  down  to  the  era 
of  Hie  Reformation.  By  Hosea  Ballou,  2d,  Pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Uoiversalist  Church  and  Society  in 
Roxbury”  (Mass.) 

We  have  just  received  the  above  work ;  but 
have  not  bad  time  to  give  it  a  thorough  perusal  : 
nor  have  we  now  room  for  a  review  ofits  merits. 
But  from  the  cursory  examination  we  have  giv 
en  it ;  from  the  high  recommendations  of  tlie 
work  by  those  who  have  read  and  are  compe¬ 
tent  to  judge  of  its  value ;  and  from  an  acquain¬ 
tance  with  the  learned,  candid  and  amiable  au¬ 
thor  ;  we  have  no  hesitancy  in  pronouncing  it 
one  of  the  most  valuable  works  ever  published 
by  Universalists  in  America,  and  one  which 
i  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  Uni versalist 
in  the  country.  It  must  have  cost  the  author 
an  immense  labor  of  patient  and  persevering  re¬ 
search  to  plod  his  way,  in  a  hitherto  unbeaten 
track,  through  dead  languages,  ancient  supersti¬ 
tions,  and  modern  frauds,  and  arrive  at  the  im¬ 
portant  and  valuable  facts,  properly  substantia¬ 
ted,  that  are  brought  to  view  in  this  History.— 


_ M 

And  we  sincerely  pray  that  he  may  be  well  re¬ 
warded  for  bis  faithful  services. 

O’  The  above  work  is  for  sale  by  the  Editor 
of  this  paper — Price  g1,20. 

The  Modem  History  of  Universalism  by 
Thomas  Whittemore  Pastor  of  the  Universalist 
Church  and  Society  in  Cambridgeport,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  fortli-coming  shortly. 

UNIVERSALIST  PAMPHLETS. 

By  a  reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Central  Association,  published  in  our 
last,  it  will  be  perceived  that  this  body  has  pas- 
ed  resolutions,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
carry  them  into  effect,  to  pnblisb  small  pamph¬ 
lets,  in  a  cheap  form,  composed  with  a  strict  re¬ 
gard  to  truth  and  virtue,  for  general  circnlation; 
with  a  design  to  counteract  the  deleterious  influ*^ 
ence  of  the  numerous  Tracts  containing  bug¬ 
bear  stories  &  erroneous  doctrines.put  in  circula¬ 
tion  by  the  monopolizing  national  societies  of 
our  country,  particularly  the  American  Tract 
Society.  This  is  an  important  object,  and  one 
that  ought  to  engage  the  attention  of  liberal 
minded  people  generally,  but  more  particularly 
of  Universalists.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  im¬ 
pudence  and  arrogance  of  the  scores  of  Calvin- 
istic  Tract  Pedlars  that  constantly  patrol  our 
streets,  urging  with  sliameless  effrontery  their 
(not  merely  useless  but)  pernicious  pamphlets 
on  every  man,  woman  and  child  that  can  bepre^ 
vailed  on  to  receive  them.  And  while  our  ene¬ 
mies  are  tbns  active  in  what  we  conceive  to  be 
the  cause  of  error  and  ambition,  ought  not  Uni- 
vcrsalists  to  be  equally  as  active  in  what  they 
conceive  to  be  the  cause  of  truth  aod  righteous¬ 
ness  T 

The  Committee  wlU  shortly  commence  th^ 
publication  of  the  contemplated  work,  in  num¬ 
bers  or  pamphlets,  containing  probably  twelve 
duodecimo  pages  each,  except  perhaps  some 
Nos.  may  contain  24.  But  in  order  for  them  to 
to  prosecute  the  work  with  vigor  and  success, 
Universalists  and  their  friends  generally  must 
co-operate  with  them,  and  furnish  the  means 
necessary  therefor.  The  committee  have  no 
funds,  and  can  progress  with  the  work  no  faster 
than  means  are  afforded  them  to  defray  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  publication.  They  ask  nothing  for  their 
own  labor  in  preparing  and  publishing  :  and  if 
Universalists  generally  approve  the  plan  and 
give  their  assistance  in  effecting  the  object,  the 
pamphlets  can  be  published  in  so  large  editions 
as  to  be  afforded  very  cheap,  aod  circulated  vety 
generally. 

We  will  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  a  plan, 
which  if  adopted,  we  think  will  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure  secure  the  eud  proposed.  Let  Societies 
where  they  exist  and  have  regular  and  stated 
meetings  for  public  worship,  take  op  collections 
or  contributions,  onre  a  quarter,  or  more  or  less 
frequently,  as  they  shall  think  proper ;  aod  let 
the  money  so  raised  be  put  into  the  bands  of  a 
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treasurer,  agent  or  committee,  as  tbe  Society 
shall  choose,  aod  have  it  applied  to  purchase 
100,  or  200,  or  any  amount  of  pamphlets  that 
shall  be  wanted,  or  that  (bis  money  will  purchase, 
for  gratuitous  distribution.  Let  (he  agent  or¬ 
dering  the  pamphlets  designate  to  (he  Treasurer 
of  the  Publishing  Committee,  whether  he  will 
have  the  whole  amount  of  tbe  money  in  .one, 
two,or  more  kinds,  nr  Nos.  of  the  work.  Where 
Societies  do  not  exist,  let  any  individual,  or  any 
number  of  individuals  associated,  send  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  for  the  money  sent  they  will  re¬ 
ceive  tbe  full  amount  or  value  of  it  in  pamphlets 
at  cost. 

We  contemplate  publishing  for  the  6rst  No. 
the  ^‘Solemn  Appeal  to  all  which 

has  been  before  mentioned,)  to  contain  about 
24  pages,  which  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  shall  be  ordered  to  warrant  a  res¬ 
pectable  edition. 

03*  Orders  should  be  sent  (free  of  postage)  to 
D.  Skinner,  Utica  A'".  F. 


The  Addreu  of  the  late  Rev.  C.  R.  Marsh 
for  (be  4th  of  July,  published  in  this  days  paper 
is  peculiarly  appropriate  for  this  time,  and  is 
worthy  of  the  careful  perusal  and  serious  con¬ 
sideration  of  all  friends  of  their  country.  It  was 
prepared  and  delivered  by  jts  lamented  author 
after  he  had  fallen  into  a  decline,  with  which 
his  short  but  useful  life  was  soon  after  termina¬ 
ted,  and  being  his  last  public  performance,  may 
be  considered  his  dying  testimony  to  Americans. 


A  WONDERFUL  STORY. 

In  the  Western  Recorder  of  last  Tuesday,  we 
fierceive  an  article  over  the  signature  of 
Traveller y  headed,  “What  kind  ot  religion  is 
that  which  can  live  only  by  controversy  ?”  in 
which  tbe  writer,  without  calling  the  name  of 
this  paper— which  by  the  way,  most  people  of 
his  stamp  are  afraid  to  do— alludes  to  the  series 
of  letters  “to  a  Presbyterian  Cleigyman,”  now 
publishing  in  our  columns  and  relates  a  most 
wonderful  story,  and  then  sagely  tells  his  read¬ 
ers  that  the  story  “exposes  the  policy  of  the  let¬ 
ters  alluded  to;”  A  very’  valuable  discovery 
truly,  which  no  other  one  but  Traveller" 
would  ever  have  made.  And  what,  reader,  do 
you  think  the  story  is  1  Why,  that  a  certain  Uni* 
versalist  preacher  “intruded  himself”  into  a  cer¬ 
tain  neighborhood,  where  there  was  but  one  de¬ 
cided  Universalist,  and  preached  once  in  six 
weeks,  and  with  this  one  Universalist  took  up 
his  residence  while  there.  During  the  preach, 
er’s  absence  from  one  appointment  to  another 
“the  Lord  poured  out  his  spirit  upon  the  neigh¬ 
borhood — his  disciple  became  alarmed  about 
his  soul,  forsook  his  false  system,  indulged  a 
hope,”  &c.  Ac.  and  when  the  preacher  called 
to  fulfil  another  appointment,  visited  his  house 
and  began  to  enter  into  conversation  on  (he  sub¬ 
ject  of  religion,  this,  bis  now  orthodox  “host,’’ 


treated  him  with  the  neglect  aud  incivility  of  a 
barbarian,  refused  to  talk  with  him  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  assigned  as  his  reason  that  Univetalitm 
could  not  be  supported  but  by  dispute  and  argu¬ 
ment;  "and  therefare"  [lest  Universalism  should 
be  supported]  “/  am  determined  not  to  argue 
with  you.” 

What  a  marvellous  story  this !  how  aptly  told! 
and  what  a  wonderful  facility  and  appropriate¬ 
ness  in  applying  it  to  the  writer  of  the  letters, 
and  the  person  addressed  in  them !  No  wender 
that  such  a  story  as  this  should  have  cost  the 
Presbyterians  nearly  three' months  hard  labor  to 
bring  forth  !  We  suppose  that  A  Traveler  roust 
have  suspended  his  perigrinations  all  this  time, 
or  confined  them  to  the  streets  of  our  village, 
and  that  his  brethren  have  not  ceased  to  pray 
for  him  night  and  day  that  he  might  be  carried 
through  his  arduous  labors,  and  that  they  might 
be  “bi ought  to  a  happy  issue.” 

By  the  way,  we  would  remark  that  the  story 
seems  to  carry  every  mark  of  falsehood  and  for¬ 
gery  on  its  very  face.  The  writer  gives  neither 
names,  places  nor  dates ,  and,  we  presume,  for 
this  very  good  reason,  that  he  could  not.  But 
allowing  it  to  be  true,  it  is  a  plain  acknowlcdg- 
ment  that  conversion  from  Universalism  to  or¬ 
thodoxy,  makes  its  subjects  unsocial  and  unci¬ 
vil;  and  that  Presbyterians  are  sensible  their 
doctrine  will  not  bear  the  test  of  examination 
by  argument,  and  are  “therefore  determined  uot 
to  argue  wi<h  Universalists”  because  tbe  latter 
will  support  their  doctsine  by  argument  in  spite 
of  them.  What  a  pity  that  Universalists  cannot 
support  their  doctrine,  like  the  Presbyterians, 
by  a  bare  ilte  dixit,  or  by  leaning  on  the  igno¬ 
rance,  prejudice  or  tradition  of  cooimunity  ! — 
The  poor  Universalists  are  obliged,  like  the 
apostles  of  old,  to  “  prove  all  things  and  hold 
fast  that  only  which  is  jood” — to  'contend  ear¬ 
nestly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints” 
— and  to  adopt  the  maxims,  “let  every  man 
prove  his  own  work” — “For  therefore  we  both 
labor  and  suffer  reproach,  because  we  trust  in 
the  living  God  wbo  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men  cs 
pecially  of  those  that  believe.” 

O'  It  is  understood  that  a  resolution  has  been 
unanimously  passed  in  tbe  conclave,  to  say  no¬ 
thing  about  the  letters  alluded  to,  (that  is,  pub- 
licly,  we  suppose)  but  to  maintain  the  most  en¬ 
tire  silence.  7%ey  probably  think  “the  least 
said  is  soonest  mended,”  and  that  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  their  cause  to  have  the  attention 
of  the  public  generally  called  to  tbe  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  subject.  But  notwithstanding  this 
resolution,  and  the  statement  of  neighbor  Has. 
tings  of  tbe  Recorder,  (hat  “the  letters  are  not 
worthy  of  the  smallest  notice,”  very  many  of 
their  adherents  are  disobedient  eobugh  to  read 
tbe  letters,  and  that  attentively  ;  ay,  and  talk 
about  them  too,  very  extensively  in  prtva/e. — 
Qukrt  :  fVhat  kind  of  religion  is  that  which 
shrinks/rom  invest igation^-cannol  bear  the  light?  j 


CONVENTIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

PUOCEEDINGS  &C. 

The  Conventional  Association  of  Uni-< 
versalists  met  according  to  adjournment, 
at  Newport,  Herkimer  co.  N.  Y.  on 
Wednesday,  June  17th,  and  joined  in 
prayer  with  Br.  Wm-  Underwood. 

Organized  the  council  by  choosing 
Br.  Wm.  Underwood  Moderator,  and; 

Br.  Geo.  Mkssinger  3d,  Clerk. 

Order  of  Service  on  Wedneeday — 
Morning. 

First  Prayer  by  Br.  Job  Potter. 

Sermon  by  Br.  Messinger,  Matt,  vi;  9- 
—13. 

2d.  Prayer  by  Br.  Underwood. 

Afternoon. 

Prayer  by  Br.  Underwood. 

Sermon  by  Br.  Potter,Luke  iij  29 — $2. 

I  Prayer  by  Br.  Messinger. 

Met  in  council  after  service  and  re* 
ceived  credentials  trom  delegates. 

Appointed  Brs.  Underwood,  Potter 
and  Messinger,  a  Committee  to  receive 
requests  for  letters  of  fellowship  or  or-' 
ditiation. 

Appointed  Brs.  Underwood,  Messitl- 
ger  and  D.  Brayton,  a  Committee  of  Dis* 
cipliue  fur  the  ensuing  year. 

Appointed  Brs  Undeiwood  and  Mes^ 
singer.  Ministers,  and  Bela  Ward  Esq. 
and  Abraham  Marsh,  laymen.  Delegates 
to  attend  the  State  Convention  in  Utica, 
at  its  next  session,  2d  Wednesday  in  May 
1830. 

Adjourned  to  meet  in  council  Thurs¬ 
day  A.  M.  9  o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Br.  Chas.  S.  Brown. 

Met  Thursday  morning  accordingly — 

Prayer  by  Br.  Potter. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  con- 
cur  iH  tlie  resolution  passed  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Association,  at  its  last  session,  for 
publishing  pamphlets  in  a  cheap  form  for 
disseminating  generally,  the  doctrines  of 
truth  and  righteousness. 

Resolved 3i\so,  That  this  council  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  various  Societies  composing 
this  Association,  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  they  may  deem  expedient  to  carry  the 
object  embraced  in  the  above  resolution 
into  effect. 

Order  oj  Service  on  Thjtrsday. 
Morning. 

Prayer  by  Br.  D.  Skinner. 

Sermon  by  Br.  Underwood — Titus  iij 
11—14. 

Prayer  by  Br.  Potter. 

Afternoon. 

Prayer  by  Br.  Messinger. 

Sermon  by  Br.  Skinner,  Lukexvi;  19 
—31. 

Prayer  by  Br.  Potter. 

After  service  met  in  council  and  voted 
that  Br.  Messinger  prepare  the  minutes 
of  this  Association,  accompany  the 
same  with  a  Circular,  and  that  they  be 
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published  in  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Adjourned  to  meet  in  Russia,  on  the 
third  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  June 
1S30.  Prayer  by  Br.  D.  Skinner. 
CIRCULAR. 

To  all  Churches,  Societies  and  members  of 
•his  Association — to  all  believers  in  God’s  un¬ 
limited  goodness  and  universal  grace—  to  all 
of  our  heavenly  Father’s  children  wboar'^disper 
sed  through  the  nations  of  the  ear’h,  whether 
friends  or  enemies, of  whatever  name.or  r<  ligion, 
where  this  epistle  may  come, — the  Convenlional 
Association  sendeth  Christian  salutations  of  love 
and  peace. 

We  have  once  more  met  together  in  an¬ 
nual  council,  and  by  divine  assistance,  en¬ 
deavored  to  adopt  and  pursue  those  measures, 
which  will  best  promote  the  good  cause,  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  The  utmost  harmo¬ 
ny  prevailed  while  we  were  consulting  to¬ 
gether  for  the  good  of  our  Zion.  Tho’  nove 
ry  important  business  was  before  the  council,  it 
is  believed  t'lat  that  which  was  done,  and  the  re¬ 
solutions  that  were  passed,  will  meet  the  appro¬ 
bation  and  co-operation  ot  Universalists,  and 
tend  to  the  promotion  of  good.  From  the  coun¬ 
cil  we  repaired  to  the  house  of  worship,  where 
the  word  of  life  was  dispensed  to  a  large  congre¬ 
gation  of  respectable  citizens,  who  listened  with 
respectful,  and  apparently  devout  attention. — 
A  large  choir  of  singers,  wno  performed  in  a 
masterly  manner,  cheered  our  hearts,  and  kind¬ 
led  devotional  feelings.  There  were  four  dis¬ 
courses  delivered. — The  first  set  forth  the  amia¬ 
ble  and  lovely  character  of  our  heavenly  Father, 
and  also  the  nature,  design,  tendency  and  the 
final  and  universal  spread  of  ihe  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven,  which  is  a  kingdom  of  righteousness  and 
peace.  The  prayer  ol  faith  forall  mankind,  in 
every  age  and  clime,  was  represented  as  of  higli 
importance,  enforced  by  divine  command,  an>! 
eminently  ca'culated  to  inspire  confidence  and  I 
trust  in  God. 

The  second  discourse  set  forth  the  confidence 
which  good  old  Simeon  had  in  the  divine  promi¬ 
ses,  the  joy  and  complete  satisfaction  he  felt  in 
folding  our  infant  Redeemer  in  Ins  arms,  and  his 
willingness  to  depart,  after  having  seen  and  em¬ 
braced  the  Savsour  of  the  world.  IIis  faith  was 
shown  to  be  in  accordance  with  that  of  the  an¬ 
cient  patriarchs,  and  all  God’s  holy  prophets ;  I 
namely,  that  in  Christ  all  families,  nations  and 
kindreds  of  the  earth  shall  be  blessed.  It  was 
clearly  shown  that  atonement  was  of  the  same 
import  with  reconciliation :  But  was  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  reconcile  God  to  the  world,  but  the  world 
to  God-  “For  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the 
world  to  himself.”  Therefore,  God  will  not 
change  from  an  unreconciled  to  a  reconciled 
state,  for  be  is  unchangeable,  and  was  never  ir- 
reconciled.  Man  is  the  unreconciled  party  and 
.must  be  reconciled  to  his  God. 

The  third  sermon  set  forth  the  purity  of  the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  the  reproach 
which  fbllows  those  who  embrace  it, the  purity  of 
the  morality  which  the  Saviour  enjoins,  and  the 
great  importance  of  denying  ungixlliness  and 
worldly  lusts,  and  living  soberly,  righteously  and 
godly  in  the  present  world. 

In  the  fourth  Sermon  the  parable  of  the 
rich  man  and  Lazarus  was  elucidated  in  a  | 
candid  and  intelligent  manner.  It  was  clear- 1 
ly  shown  to  apply  to  the  dealings  of  God  with 
the  Jews  and  Gentiles  in  this  world.  And 
it  was  also  proved  that  the  fulnessof  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  should  be  brought  ia,  and  all  Israel  be 
»ve4.  Aud  finally,  that  the  Saviour  will 


ultimately  triumph  over  all  bis  eiiemits,  ex¬ 
terminate  every  evil,  and  reign  in  nghteuusness 
over  the  whole  intelligent  universe,  which  will 
be  made  immortally  happy  and  perfectly  pure, 
and  blessed  with  eternal  friendship  with  ransom- 
(d  millions,  in  the  immediate  and  sensible  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  great  Eternal. 

Brethren,  of  like  precious  faith,  we  entreat 
you  all  to  live  in  love  and  peace,  and  in  *he  con¬ 
stant  practice  of  every  duty,  that  you  may  eojoy 
the  sweets  of  an  approving  conscience,  and 
demonstrate  to  the  world  the  parity  of  your  faith 
by  your  good  works 

Per  order,  GEO.  MESSlNGER,3d. 

AN  EXTRACT. 

Mr.  Editor — I  am  too  far  advanced  in 
years  to  think  on  the  great  subject  ofsai- 
vation,  as  taught  in  trie  Bible,  without 
increased  seriousness.  But  1  must  con¬ 
fess  that  when  I  hear  of  saving  immortal 
souls,  for  the  paltry  sum  of  three  dollars, 
it  causes  me  to  smile,  and  I  am  persuad 
ed  that  if  the  common  sense  of  mankind 
does  not  soon  become  disgusted  with  the 
speculating  and  bartering  policy  of  mod¬ 
ern  priestcraft,  the  Scripture  doctrine  of 
salvation  will  be  wholly  lost,  and  immor¬ 
tal  beings  will  be  bought  and  sold,  with 
as  little  reserve  as  slaves  in  southern  mar 
kets.  I  have  lately  been  asked  and  even 
teazed,  by  my  eldest  daughter,  in  the 
presence  of  a  dandy  dressed  young  cler¬ 
gyman,  to  give  three  dollars  a  year,  or  ra¬ 
ther  promise  that  1  would  assist  her  in 
paying  that  sum,  in  aid  of  the  ‘‘Female 
E  location  Society,”  to  educate  indigent 
young  men  for  the  gospel  ministry. — 
When  I  had  inquired  into  the  nature  and 
I  prospects  of  said  society,  I  was  told  by 
the  clergyman,  that  six  hundred  dollars 
would  educate  a  beneficiary  for  the  holy 
work,  and  that  each  one  so  educated, 
would,  on  a  moefera/e  calculation,  become 
iustrumental  in  the  solvation  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  souls,  who  would  otherwise  be  eter¬ 
nally  damned.  The  question  was  then 
solemnly  urged  by  th**  clerical  beggar, 
whether  I  would  incur  the  awful  guilt  of 
refusig  to  co-operate  in  this  great  work. 
My  daughter  then  raised  her  voice  and 
said  that  “Father  was  so  cold  hearted,  he 
did  not  feel  any  concern  for  poor  perish 
ing  sinners.”  As  soon  as  the  clamor  bad 
subsided  so  that  I  could  be  distinctly 
heard,  [  answered  in  my  own  defence, 
in  nearly  the  following  words: — “You 
ask  me,  sir.  if  I  am  prepared  to  run  the 
risk  of  refusing  to  join  wtth  you  in  the 
great  work  of  saving  souls  from  eternal 
damnation  p  To  which  I  answer — that  if 
I  had  the  same  views  of  the  subject  that 
you  profess  to  have,  I  would  not  refuse 
for  all  the  honors  and  riches  of  the  world. 

I  would  not  only  give  the  trifling  sum 
which  you  crave,  but  I  would  sell  all  that 
I  possess,  and  devote  the  avails  to  that  ob¬ 
ject.  If  1  withheld  one  dollar  more  than 
what  pressing  necessity  demanded  for 
I  my  present  wants,  1  should  consider  my 


guilt  unpardonable.  Those  men,  who¬ 
ever  they  may  be,  who  hoard  up  money — 
live  in  splendid  houses— wear  costly 
dress,  and  spend  their  money  for  what 
stern  necessity  does  notdemasd  to  make 
them  barely  comfortable,  and  yet  believe 
that  an  immortal  soul  may  be  saved  for 
three  dollars,  are  not  disciples  of  Christ. 
But  I  do  not  discover  that  my  neighbors, 
who  profess  to  believe  with  you,  at  e  any 
less  expensive  in  their  buildings,  carria- 
es,  furniture,  clothing,  &c.  than  I  am. 
ust  cast  your  eye  out  at  this  window,* 
sir,  if  you  please,  and  see  the  princely 
mansions  in  which  they  live.  You  will 
notice  the  extravagant  cost  for  building 
fences  round  the  front  yards,  and  for  pa¬ 
ving  and  ornamenting  the  walks  in  each 
direction,  and  then  judge  whether  these 
men,  with  all  their  orthodoxy,  are  not  as 
deep  in  the  mud,  as  I  am  in  the  mire,  in 
relation  to  this  great  work.  But,  sir,  I 
will  come  nearer  home.  Now,  to  say  no¬ 
thing  about  your  elegant  watch  establish¬ 
ment.  which  would  command  casA  enough 
to  save  three  or  four  souls,  leaving  you 
the  watch,  tvhich  might  be  ju#as  well 
suspended  by  a  piece  of  ribbon,  I  ask 
you,  sir,  to  look  at  my  daughter,  who  is 
all  alive  to  your  soul-saving  cause;  would 
not  her  rings,  ear-jeweils  and  veil,  fetch 
enough,  at  least,  to  save  five  souls  from 
eternal  damnation  P  And  yet  you  consid-t 
er  her  on  perfectly  safe  ground,  since  she 
is  ready  to  co-operate  with  you,  in  beg¬ 
ging  for  my  money!  No,  sir,  1  should  be 
guilty  in  the  sight  of  my  Saviour,  if  I  did 
not  firmly  oppose  such  God-dishonouring 
schemes.”  I  should  have  proceeded  far¬ 
ther,  hut  my  daughter  had  darted  out  of 
the  room,  and  the  young  priest,  so  far 
from  being  attentive,  had  repaired  to  the 
glass,  and  was  carefully  adjusting  his  fine 
collar,  &  brushing  up  his  forctop  in  a  style 
becoming  a  “Philadelphia  lawyer.”  He 
muttered  over  a  few  apologies  for  his  pro¬ 
digal  sisters  in  the  faith,  (of  Calvin,)  but 
they  came  with  an  ill  grace  from  one  whose 
very  appearance  indicated  pride  and  ex¬ 
travagance. 

I  am  astonished  at  the  stupidity  of  men 
ant*  women  around  us.  Can  they  believe 
in  the  Popish  notion  of  saving  a  soul  for 
three  dollars,  or  any  number  of  dollars  ? 
Blasphemous  pretention  !  Litterally  ma¬ 
king  merchandize  of  immortal  beings. — 
For  niy  children’s,  my  country’s  sake,  I 
shudder  at  the  thought.  A  FATHER. 


Religious  Festival. — On  Sunday  the  2l8t  ins. 
a  Religious  Festival,  for  the  late  emancipation  of 
the  Catholics  of  the  British  empire,  was  celebra¬ 
ted  with  great  solemnity,  in  all  the  Catholic 
Churches  of  this  city  and  Brooklyn,  with  appro¬ 
priate  discoursea  from  the  Reverend  Clergy  at¬ 
tached  to  them.  The  collection  was  for  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  in  Prince  street,  and 
amounted  to  nearly  1400  dollars — a  very  hand¬ 
some  sum  for  these  bard  times.— Caur.  tfr  En^. 
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dedication.  - 

The  new  and  convenient  Brick  Meet¬ 
ing-House,  recently  erected  by  the  Uni- 
versalist  Society  in  North  Bloomfield, 
Ontario  co.  N.  Y.  was  solemnly  dedica¬ 
ted  to  the  worship  of  the  only  God,  on 
Wednesday,  the  ITth  June,  1829. 

The  dedicatory  services  were  perform¬ 
ed  in  the  following  order — 

1.  Anthem  by  the  choir,  (dedication 
Anthem. ) 

2.  Introductory  Prayer  by  Br.  W.  1. 
Heese. 

3.  Original  Hymn  written  by  Br.  W. 
I.  Reese. 

4.  Reading  select  portions  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  by  S.  R.  Smith. 

5.  Original  Hymn — written  by  S.  R. 
Smith. 

6.  Sermon  by  S.  R.  Smith  (Text,  2. 
Chron.  6;  J8. ) 

7.  Consecrating  Prayer — by  Br.  I. 
Whitnall. 

8.  Hymn  by  the  choir  (Dedication 
Hymn.) 

9.  B^ediction — by  S.  R.  Smith. 

The  OTy  was  favorable  for  the  occa¬ 
sion,  and  a  very  numerous  auditory  at¬ 
tended,  who  manifested  a  deep  inteiest 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  good  cause  of 
gospel  truth. 

The  services  by  the  choir  were  very 
praise-worthy  j  and  as  the  singers  are 
principally  attached  to  the  meeting,  the 
music  in  that  church  will  certainly  be  of 
the  best  order. 

The  Society  comprises  a  respectable 
proportion  of  the  most  wealthy  and  influ¬ 
ential  citizens  in  the  vicinity;  and  it  was 
gratifying  to  witness  the  mingling  of  age 
with  “locks  frosted  by  many  winters,” 
among  the  youth  whose  ardent  and  de¬ 
vout  attention  evinced  their  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  truth  and  to  the  doctrines 
of  salvation. 

Br.  W.  I.  Reese  has  labored  about 
three  years  with  this  Society,  one  half 
of  the  Sabbaths;  and  the  success  of  his 
ministrations  may  be  inferred  from  the 
rising  of  the  substantial  and  beautiful 
edifice  in  which  he  will  continue  to  tes¬ 
tify  the  grace  of  God. 

May  the  Lord  bless  both  pastor  and 
people  with  the  riches  of  the  gospel,  and 
the  rewards  of  faithfulness. 

S.  R.  S. 

HYMN  FOR  DEDICATION. 

Bv  W.  I.  Reese. 

As  once  thj  presence,  Lord,  was  known, 

When  light  divine  on  Israel  shone, 

To  guide  them  to  thy  holy  hill, 

Ai-d  thy  paternal  love  fulfil— 

As  in  that  temple  made  with  hands, 

The  praise  and  song  of  distant  lands. 


Their  holy  place  thou  didst  illume. 

While  joy  arose  on  sweet  perfume ; 

Indulgent  God  !  so  deigh  to  show 
Thy  milder  grace  in  courts  below. 

Where  joys  ecstatic  may  arise, 

Perfumes  ot^'living  $acrijice}' 

These  walls  we  dedicate  to  thee ! 

Here  let  thy  pard’oing  love  be  free '. 

Here  may  admiring  throngs  rejoice. 

And  in  thy  praise  unite  their  voice. 

Here  may  a  holy  incense  rise 

From  altars  thou  wilt  not  despise; 

Here  may  thy  truth  be  own’d  and  blest 
And  joyful  souls  in  tliee  find  rest. 

HYMN. 

Br  S.  R.  Smith. 

Supreme  a  id  all-redeeming  Lord  I 
Whose  perfect  will  is  shown 
With  grace  and  Mercy  in  thy  word, 

That  mark  the  gift  thine  own. 

Permit  thy  children  here  to  bow. 

Before  thy  radient  throne  ; 

To  pledge  the  afdent,  solemn  vow, 

The  only  God  to  own. 

To  dedicate  this  bouse  to  Thee— 

And  thy  divine  employ  ; 

Whose  presence  fills  immensity. 

And  every  heart  with  joy. 

Here  may  the  aged  bow  in  peace— 

Here  youth  thy  precepts  learn— 

Here  heav’nly  comforts  never  cease  j 
To  cheer  the  souls  that  mourn. 

Here  may  the  songs  of  Zion  rise 
From  hearts  attuned  to  praise ; 

And  reason  make  the  sacrifice, 

Tlirongti  all  siicceeiling  days. 

_ ?i^snunial.  ~ 

MARRIED. — In  Frankfort,  on  the  17lh  ult. 
by  Rev.  D.  Skinner,  Mr.  Uriah  T.  Harvey,  to 
Miss  Abigail  E.  Cloyes  both  uf  that  place. 

In  this  village,  on  the  27th  ult.  by  the  same, 
Kir.  Curtis  W arfield,  to  Miss  Eleanor  Hale,  both 
of  this  place. 

On  the  29th  ult.  by  Rev.  Mr.  Spinner  of  Her- 
kimer.Mr.  Isaac  Small,  Merchant  of  that  place, 
to  Miss  Susan  Knapp  of  this  village. 

On  Monday  evening  last,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Aikin,  Mr.  Charles  R.  Doolittle,  of  the  house  of 
J.  W.  &  C.  R.  Doolittle  Merchants,  to  Miss 
Abigail  Pickard  Obear,  daughter  of  Capt.  Oliver 
Obear,  all  of  this  village. 

OBITUARY. 

DIED. — In  Hartwick,  on  the  23tli  of 
April  last,  Mr.  Rhodes  Fry,  in  the  7oth 
year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Fry  was  one  of  tfie 
first  settlers  of  that  town,  was  a  member 
of  the  first  Society  of  IJniversalista  in 
this  State,  and  sustained  ao  unimpeacha¬ 


ble  mural  cloiracter,  and  an  unshaken 
faith  in  the  “Guspe^  that  was  preached 
to  Abrabaci;”  in  which  he  continued  un¬ 
to  the  last.  The  writer  of  this  visited 
him  in  his  last  sickness,  two  days  before 
his  death,  and  was  by  him  requested  to 
preach  a  sermon  at  his  funeral  :  he  made 
all  other  necessary  arrangements  of  his 
affairs,  and  retained  his  senses  until  the 
last.  He  bore  his  sickness  with  unex¬ 
ampled  patience,  and  died  withuut  a 
struggle  or  a  groan.  But  notwithstand¬ 
ing  all  those  facts,  and  before  the  fune¬ 
ral  services  were  ended,  it  was  reported 
by  the  opposers  of  the  doctrine  of  unlim¬ 
ited  grace,  that  “he  renounced  his  faith 
and  died  in  dispair.”  The  writer  is  un¬ 
willing  to  believe  those  who  published 
the  talsehood,  believed  it  false: — for 
preachers  of  endless  misery,  have  been 
in  the  constant  habit  of  telling  their  hear¬ 
ers  “thata/ZUniversalists  renounce  their 
faith  on  a  death  bed.”  Therefore  know¬ 
ing  the  opinions  of  the  deceased,  and  on 
hearing  of  his  death,  they  doubtless  be¬ 
lieved  he  had  renounced  his  faith.  O 
shame,  where  is  thy  blush  P  And  0  Bigo¬ 
try,  where  is  thy  shame  ?— “Father  for¬ 
give  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do.”  J.  POTTER. 

DIED. — A1  Madison  N.  Y.  on  the  24th  June 
1 829,  Capt.  Eli  Coe  aged  24  years — Son  of  Mr. 
j  Isaac  Coe  of  that  place. 

In  the  death  of  (his  excellent  young  man,  the 
believers  in  the  “grace  of  God  that  bringetb  sal- 
vatioD  to  all  men,”  have  witnessed  another  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  triumphant  power  of  their  faith  in 
the  hour  of  death.  He  endured  great  sufferings 
during  the  protracted  illness  of  about  a  year, 
j  without  murmuring ;  and  calmly  and  patiently 
waited  fur  his  final  earthly  change.  To  him 
j  death  had  lost  its  sting,  and  the  grave  had  no  ter¬ 
rors  ;  for  his  hope  had  already  laid  hold  on  im¬ 
mortality.  His  intellect  remained  unimpaired 
to  the  last ;  and  enabled  him  to  make  every  ar¬ 
rangement  for  his  funeral.  Some  weeks  before 
his  decease,  he  designated  the  writer  o<  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  as  the  person  who  should  deliver  the  dis¬ 
course  at  his  interment,  and  in  connexion  with 
his  family  selected  Ps.  39 ;  7 — 9.  as  the  subject 
of  discourse.  Amiable  and  exemplary  in  life-^ 
resigned  in  death,  he  fell  in  the  morning  of  his 
days,  and  rests  in  peace. 

His  funeral  was  attended  on  the  26,  June,  in 
conformity  to  request;  and  the  concourse  of 
friends  and  citizens,  evinced  bow  highly  wortli 
is  esteemed,  by  mingling  their  sympathies  with 
the  afflicted,  and  their  tears  with  those  who 
mourn.  S  R.  S. 
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